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Alice, Texas compensation of pre-

¢inct officers in Jim
Wells County under
Dear 3ir: the submitted facts.

L Your request for an opinion is in part as fol-
ovs :

"I would like your opinion on the ques-
tion of what 1s the meximum allowable salary
for precinct officers of Jim Wells County."

Jim Wells County had a population of 20,239
inhabitants according to the last preceding Federal Cen-
sus. Subsequent to your request you sdvised us that the
precinct officers were compensated on 8 "fee basis" in
1948. According to the facts submitted, the precinct
officers will be compensated on a salary basls in 1950.
Therefore, the salaries of the precinct officers in Jim
Wells County will be governed by Section 3 of Article
3912g, V.C.3. (3.B.92, Acts 5lst leg., 1949, ch.320, p.
601}, which provides:

"All of such officers who were paid on a
fee basis during the fiscal year of 1948, and
who are now to be pald on a salary basia, shall
be paid an annusl saelary in twelve (12) equal
installments of not less than the total sum
earned as compensation by him in his official
capacity for the fisoal year of 1935, and not
more than the maximum sum allowed such officer
under the laws existing on August 2%, 1948,
together with the twenty-five (25%) per cent
increase allowed by this Act withlin the dis-
cretion of the Commissioners Court."

The wmaximum sum allowed precinet officers un-
der lews existing on August 2%, 1948, was governed by
the provisions of Articles 3883 and 3891, V.C.8. We
guote those provisions of these articles which were
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applicsble to Jim Wells County in 1948:
art. 3883:

"Except as otherwise provided in this
Act, the snnual fees that may be retained by
precinct, county and district officers men-
tioned in this Article shall be as follows:

1. In eounties containing twenty five
(25,000) thousand or less inhabitants: Coun-
ty Judge, District or Criminel District At-

- torney, Sheriff, County Clerk, County Attor-
ney, District Clerk, Tax Collector, Tax As-
sessor, or the Assessor and Collector of
Taxes, Twenty-four Hundred ($2400.00) Dol-
lars each; Justice of the Peace and Consta-~

ble, Tvelve Hundred ($T200-00) Dollers esock.
(Emphasis added) .. *
Art. 3891:

"gach officer named imn this Chapter
shall First out of the current fees o 8
office pay or be paid the smount allowed him

er the provisions of Article togeth~
er with the salaries of his assistants and
deputies, and authorized expenses under Art-
1cle 3899, and the amount necessary to cover
costs of premium on whatever surety bond may
‘be required by law. If the current fees of
such office collected in any year he more
than the amount needed to pay the amounts
above specified, same shall be deemed excess
fees, and shall be disposed of in the manner
hereinafter provided. '

"In counties containing twenty-five thou-
sand (25,000) or lesa inhabitants, District and
County officers named herein shsll retain one-
third of such excess fees until such ocne-third,
topether with the amounts specified in Article
3883, smounts to Three Thousand Dollars ($3,-
000). Precinct officers shall retaln one-third

until such one-third, together with the amount
ai%ci!ie% in Arﬁ%c%e g%ES, amounts to Fourteen
undred Dollars o
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“(a) The Gommissioners Court 1s hereby
suthorized, when in their judgment the finan-
c1lal condition of the county and the needs of
the officers justify the incresse, to enter
an order increasing the compensation of the
precinct, county and disteict officers in an
edditionsl amount not to exceed twenty-five
(258) per cent of the sum agllowed under the
leav for the fiscal year of 1944, provided the
total compensation suthorized under the law
for the fiscal year of 1944 d1d not exceed
the sum of Thirty-six l?»drod ($3600.00) Dol-
lars."” (EBmphasis added

The maximus compensation of a preocinct officer
13 Jim Wells County in 1944 was $1400.00. Arts.3883 and
3891. Subdivision (&) of Artiole 3891, above quoted,
vhich was effective in 1945, allowed sn inorease not to
exceed twenty-five per cent of the sum allowed under the
law for the fiscal year of 1944. Therefore, the maximum
compengation of a precinct officer in Jim Wells County
in 1948 was $1400.00 plus twenty-five per cent, or $17%0.-
00 ($1400 plus $350).

3ince the maximum compensation of a precinct
officer in Jim Wells County wes $1750.00 in 1948, the
maximum salary nov allowed a precinct officer in that
county is $17§o.oo plus twenty-five per cent, or $2187.-
50 ($1750 plus $437.50). Art.3912g, Sec. 3, V.C.8.

SUMMARY

The maximum compensation of a precinet
officer in counties of leas than 25,000 in-
hadbitants sccording to the last preceding
Federal Census, who was compensated on &
"fee basis" in 1948 end is now compensated
on a "salary basia”, 1s $2187.50. Arts.
3883} 3891’ ‘nd 391 » v-c -3-
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